ADOPTED – DECEMBER 14, 2021
AGENDA ITEM NO. 8
Introduced by the County Services Committee of the:
ingham county board of commissioners

RESOLUTION REQUESTING THE STATE OF MICHIGAN LEGISLATURE AND 
GOVERNOR WHITMER MAKE CHANGES TO THE OPEN MEETINGS ACT

RESOLUTION #21 – 602 

WHEREAS, the Michigan Legislature enacted and Governor Whitmer signed Senate Bill 1246 as 2020 Public Act 254, which modified the Open Meetings Act effective December 23, 2020; and

WHEREAS, 2020 Public Act 254 allowed public bodies to hold wholly or partly electronic meetings by telephonic or video conferencing through December 31, 2021, to accommodate members of the public body absent due to military duty, a medical condition, or a statewide or local state of emergency or state of disaster; and
WHEREAS, effective January 1, 2022, the only legal basis for a member of a public body to participate in a meeting via telephonic or video conferencing as a member of the public body is if that member is absent due to military duty; and
WHEREAS, with advances in technology, it has been proven that virtual participation can be effective, attract a more diverse candidate field to public office, and provide greater flexibility for office holders; and

WHEREAS, the Ingham County Board of Commissioners believes that allowing telephonic or video conferencing attendance for members of a public body, as long as a physical quorum of the public body is in attendance at the publicized meeting location, is a reasonable and acceptable means of conducting the business of said public body. 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Ingham County Board of Commissioners requests that the State of Michigan Legislature and Governor Whitmer make changes to the Open Meetings Act to allow members of a public body to attend and participate via telephonic or video conferencing as long as a physical quorum of the public body is in attendance at the publicized meeting location.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the County Clerk shall send copies of this resolution to the Governor of the State of Michigan and Ingham County’s State Legislative delegation for their consideration and action.  

COUNTY SERVICES:  Yeas:  Stivers, Celentino, Grebner, Sebolt, Slaughter, Peña

          Nays:  None     Absent:  Naeyaert     Approved  12/07/2021

